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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OP   THE   WAR.
THE   HAND-GRENADE  IN   TRENCH  WARFARE. A French soldier throwing a racket-grenade, of which he carries a supply strung on a string.
shell to destroy the posts to which the wire is fastened, and to blow the latter away from the area chosen for breaking in.
At the opening of this war, so far as the guns of field artillery were concerned, the proportion of high-explosive shells earned by France or Germany was comparatively small compared with that of shrapnel. Thus in France 11'5 per cent., in Germany 20 per cent. For the English field-guns proper none were provided, because it was thought by our artillery authorities that the small bursting charge the 18-pounder shell could hold was not sufficient to produce noteworthy effect. It was considered preferable
to rely on the heavy shells of tho and 00-poimder heavy field guns in eases where Jiigh-explosivo shells were needed, and it must be remembered that tho proportion of theso more powerful weapons was larger in I ho British Division than in that of any other European Power. However, lust autumn it was scon that high-oxploHivn shells wero necessary even for tho field guns, and they huvo since been regularly supplied with thorn.
Larger gims and howitzers have also been brought into tho field to reclueo the defences with which tho modern army surrounds itself, and by which it creates a specios of improvised fortress, (liven forty-eight hours it I'M possible